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Above—Dennis Byrne, Laura 

Cook, Bill Cook, Loraine Safley, 

Laura Shanks & Dolores Brown 

enjoy the Spud Lunch on  

February 20. 

Above—Kevin 

Gowdy from the 

Conference 

was the second 

speaker for the 

Endowment 

Board’s  

Financial  

Workshops in 

February. 

Above—West Steel 

removes 4 big batter-

ies from a unit do-

nated by Cy-Ride for 

the competition. 

Right—Ruth Powell 

helps WF with their  

Valentine Party at the 

Emergency Residence 

Project for their Satur-

day Service Project. 
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On the cover—February is Students 

in Worship Leadership Emphasis 

month, Kevin Foster leads the  

Children’s Sermon at the 8:30 a.m. 

service on February 13.  
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“It’s All in the Numbers” 
  By Rev. Melissa Warren 

February 24, 2011 

 

Numbers have been popping up everywhere for me lately. Now, for some of you, 

that might not be such a strange thing, but for me, numbers are just necessary  

background noise in a colorful and image filled emotional world. I deal with numbers 

when required (budgeting, taxes, statistical reports) and can understand the  

importance of numbers for expressing ideas, but otherwise, they are not part of how I 

think. 

As my niece, Anna, reminded me recently, numbers can hold a lot 

of power. For her, the most important number right now is the 

number 5. Through 2 years of pre- school she has been 

told that ―you get to go to Kindergar- ten (real school) 

when you are 5.‖ Sounds like a sound argument in 

theory, but in practice it turned out to be a problem. You 

see, Anna’s birthday was 2/17. She turned 5.  

Unfortunately, 5 did not equal exactly what she thought 

it should because she can’t start Kindergarten until next 

August. Anna is learning that what may seem like absolutes are 

actually open for interpretation. 

So, what other numbers have been popping up? Well, there’s 40, my new age 

(which doesn’t look nearly as old as it used to) and there’s the 13 steps that I plan to 

undertake and implement in my life to help me learn to manage my finances. Also, I 

recently learned that a couple can be married for over 72 years and still not feel like 

they have had enough time  together and that 15 years of working on a reconciling 

statement in a congregation is really just a good start. 

Then there are the numbers that others put out there that force me to stop and 

reevaluate my relationships and my theology. Specifically, numbers like Leviticus 

18:22. I charge you to go look it up and think about it for your-

self, but this is the verse that is used to attempt to condemn 

those persons who are not heterosexual in orientation as 

―abominations‖. That 1 verse gets thrown out again and again as 

an air-tight condemnatory law. Really, it is just a number. And, 

it’s a number that is contradicted by many other numbers. Just 

to name 4 examples: Jonah 4:2, Joel 2:13, Psalm 86:15, and 

Psalm 145:8-9, all of which state some form of ―The Lord is   

gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. The Lord is good to all, and God’s compassion is over all 

that God has made.‖  
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Numbers popping up everywhere. Many which seem like absolutes, but are really 

still open for interpretation. 

Having said all that, let me leave you with a few numbers of your 

own to ponder: Ash Wednesday is 3/9/11. Worship is at 

7:15 p.m. We will be called to cleansing and reconcilia-

tion with Psalm 51. Then, we will begin our 40 days of 

lent with Sunday sermons that focus on ―24 Hours That 

Changed the World.‖ We will end our Lenten journey with  

worship at 7:00 p.m. on 4/21/11 (Maundy Thursday), 8:00 p.m. 

on Good Friday 4/22/11, ponder Christ’s death, and then on the 

3rd day celebrate Christ’s resurrec- tion at any one of 4 different 

worship experiences. 

Whew. That just leaves me with 2 more numbers to share with you:  

#378  in the UM Hymnal (Amazing Grace) as a prayer and Numbers 6:24-26. ―The 

LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

Youth Happenings 

There will be no youth group on March 16th – it’s Spring Break! Thank you to  

everyone who supported our February 20th Spud Lunch! We are making progress  

towards funding our mission trip. Our next Spud Lunch is March 27th. If you would like 

to volunteer to help with or donate items for any youth event, please contact Kathye 

Harrington-Taber at kathye@cwames.org or (515)292-6936 ext. 28. 

The High School Youth will be having a Progressive Dinner on March 2nd. They will 

meet at the north door of the church at 5:30 pm to ride to the first home. Later on in 

the month they will have a movie night and a night of Laser tag. We need drivers for 

March 2nd and March 30th. 

The Middle School Group will be doing crafts and games on March 2nd. On March 

9th, we’ll do sharing, then attend the Ash Wednesday service. We will be walking to 

Stomping Grounds for shakes on March 23rd and will need an extra chaperone or two. 

They will be starting a Rotation on March 30th. 

“Youth Happenings” 
  By Rev. Kathye Harrington-Taber 



6 The Communicator  

“Christian Education” 
 

  By Rev. Kathye Harrington-Taber 

Created by God 

 Ten fifth and sixth graders and their parents from Collegiate UMC and First 

UMC attended Created by God February 11th and 12th. It was an excellent program 

that really fostered communication about puberty between students and their parents.  

It always amazes me how the students are reluctant to come in the morning but by the 

end of the afternoon they are telling us and their parents that they are so glad that 

they came. 

Camp Sunday 

 Sunday March 6th will be Camp Sunday.  We will have a speaker from  

our Iowa United Methodist Camping program.  Iowa has three excellent camp sites 

that are nationally accredited. We will be taking a special offering to fund camp  

scholarships. The Iowa United Methodist Camps have programs for children, youth, 

families, adults, and those with special needs. Registration is now open. People can 

register online at www.iaumc.org/camps.  

Scout Sunday 

 We will be celebrating Scout Sunday on March 13th. Children, youth, and 

adults who are involved in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H and Camp Fire are encouraged 

to wear their uniforms or pins to worship.  These programs complement what is  

provided by homes, schools, and churches in the healthy development of young  

people. 

Sunday School 

 Our Two Year Old Class will be studying ―Jesus Says, Come and Follow‖ in 

March. Our Rotation Unit for our elementary students will be ―Loving My Neighbor‖, 

which teaches about missions. Our Middle School Class will be studying Abraham and 

Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, and Psalm 23. 

 

Save the Date! Vacation Bible School 

 Our Vacation Bible School program for preschool – completed 5th Grade will 

be June 13th – 17th in the morning.  Right now we are looking at ―Shake it Up Bible 

Café‖.  The overall theme is cooking. The spiritual emphasis is on celebrating Biblical 

festivals. The students will learn how the Bible is similar to a recipe book, only it has 

recipes on how to live our lives. If you would like to be on the Vacation Bible School 

planning team, please contact Kathye Harrington-Taber at kathye@cwames.org or 

(515)292-6936 ext. 28. We are looking to borrow the following decorations: harvest 

decorations, candy cane/gingerbread decorations, themed party decorations, and 

checkered table clothes.  
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Calendar for Feb. 27—March 13, 2011 

 Sunday, February 27, 2011 
 Worship Service 8:30 AM Sanctuary 
 Nursery 8:30 AM  
 Sunday School Classes for all ages 9:45 AM  
 WF FaithLink 9:45 AM Student Lounge 
 Worship Service 11:00 AM Sanctuary 
 Kids Korner 11:15 AM  
 WF Lunch on the Landing 12:15 PM Student Lounge 
 Financial Peace University Pilot Program 1:30 PM Fireside Room 
 faithspring band rehearsal 3:00 PM ANX-AUD 
 High School Youth Group - skiing 3:15 PM Church Van 
 faithspring 5:30 PM ANX-AUD 
 Chapel bell choir rehearsal 6:00 PM Music Room 
 Sunday Supper 6:30 PM ANX-AUD 
 Collegiate bell choir rehearsal 7:15 PM Music Room 
 

 Monday, February 28, 2011 
 Office Volunteers 9:00 AM 123 
 Caroliers Choir bell rehearsal 4:30 PM Music Room 
 Disciple Bible Study III 6:00 PM 44 
 Welcome Team meeting 7:00 PM Wesley Hall 
 AMOS ERT Meeting 7:00 PM 123 
 WF Praying in Color @ Pine Rm in the MU 7:00 PM  
 

 Tuesday, March 1, 2011 
 Staff Meeting 8:30 AM Fireside Room 
 WF The Music that Makes Us 2:00 PM Student Lounge 
 Divorce Recovery Workshop 6:30 PM Fireside Room 
 Staff Parish Meeting 7:00 PM 123 
 WF Christ Clips 7:00 PM Student Lounge 
 

 Wednesday, March 2, 2011 
 Library Team 9:00 AM Library 
 UM Men's Coffee 9:30 AM Fireside Room 
 Green Hills Devotions 10:00 AM  
 WF Lunch @ the Union 11:30 AM  
 Holy Club 12:00 PM 123 
 Noon Book Group 12:00 PM ANX 202 
 UMW Committee Meeting 12:00 PM Library 
 WF midweek chapel @ Mem. Union 12:15 PM  
 Crusaders bell choir rehearsal 5:30 PM Music Room 
 Choristers choir rehearsal 5:30 PM Fireside Room 
 Soup Supper 6:15 PM Wesley Hall 
 MS Youth Group 7:00 PM MS Youth Room 
 Chancel Choir rehearsal 7:00 PM Music Room 
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 HS Youth Group 7:00 PM HS Yth Rm 
 Chancel bell choir rehearsal 8:30 PM Music Room 
 

 Thursday, March 3, 2011             Communicator Deadline 8:00 a.m. 
 WF Devotional & Exercise 8:00 AM Student Lounge 
 Subdistrict Clergy Meeting 9:00 AM Fireside Room 
 WF faithspring planning 5:30 PM Student Lounge 
 Relating People to God Cluster Meeting 7:00 PM 123 
 

 Friday, March 4, 2011 
 UMW World Day of Prayer @ Betheseda 9:00 AM  
 

 Saturday, March 5, 2011 
 WF Saturday Service Project  
 Confirmation class 9:00 AM Fireside Room 
 Good Neighbor Benefit Concert Dublin Bay 2:00 PM  
 WF Progressive Dinner 6:00 PM Student Lounge 
 

 Sunday, March 6, 2011 
 Worship Service 8:30 AM Sanctuary 
 Nursery 8:30 AM  
 Sunday School Classes for all ages 9:45 AM  
 WF FaithLink 9:45 AM Student Lounge 
 Worship Service 11:00 AM Sanctuary 
 Kids Korner 11:15 AM  
 WF Lunch on the Landing 12:15 PM Student Lounge 
 Financial Peace University Pilot Program 1:30 PM Fireside Room 
 faithspring band rehearsal 3:00 PM ANX-AUD 
 faithspring 5:30 PM ANX-AUD 
 Chapel bell choir rehearsal 6:00 PM Music Room 
 Sunday Supper 6:30 PM ANX-AUD 
 Collegiate bell choir rehearsal 7:15 PM Music Room 
 

 Monday, March 7, 2011 
 Office Volunteers 9:00 AM 123 
 Caroliers Choir bell rehearsal 4:30 PM Music Room 
 Disciple Bible Study III 6:00 PM 44 
 Welcome Team meeting 7:00 PM Wesley Hall 
 WF Praying in Color @ Pine Rm in the MU 7:00 PM  
 Wesley Foundation Board Meeting 7:00 PM Fireside Room 
 

 Tuesday, March 8, 2011 
 Staff Meeting 8:30 AM Fireside Room 
 Holy Tearers 9:00 AM Wesley Hall 
 Contemporary Books @ 920 Brookridge Ave 9:15 AM  
 WF The Music that Makes Us 2:00 PM Student Lounge 
 Divorce Recovery Workshop 6:30 PM Fireside Room 
 WF Christ Clips 7:00 PM Student Lounge 
 

 Wednesday, March 9, 2011 
 UM Men's Coffee 9:30 AM Fireside Room 
 WF Lunch @ the Union 11:30 AM  
 WF midweek chapel @ Mem. Union 12:15 PM  
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 Crusaders bell choir rehearsal 5:30 PM Music Room 
 Choristers choir rehearsal 5:30 PM Fireside Room 
 Soup Supper 6:15 PM Wesley Hall 
 MS Youth Group 7:00 PM MS Youth Room 
 Chancel Choir rehearsal 7:00 PM Music Room 
 HS Youth Group 7:00 PM HS Yth Rm 
 Chancel bell choir rehearsal 8:30 PM Music Room 
 

 Thursday, March 10, 2011 
 WF Devotional & Exercise 8:00 AM Student Lounge 
 Communicator Volunteers 8:30 AM 123 
 Hope Fellowship 9:30 AM Fireside Room 
 Roundtable 12:00 PM Wesley Hall 
 Faith Fellowship 1:30 PM Fireside Room 
 WF faithspring planning 5:30 PM Student Lounge 
 Grace Fellowship 7:00 PM Fireside Room 
 Trustees/Property Meeting 7:00 PM 123 
 

 Saturday, March 12, 2011 
 GBOD speaker - Sandy Jackson live stream 9:00 AM ANX-AUD 
 

 Sunday, March 13, 2011 
 Worship Service 8:30 AM Sanctuary 
 Nursery 8:30 AM  
 Sunday School Classes for all ages 9:45 AM  
 Worship Service 11:00 AM Sanctuary 
 Kids Korner 11:15 AM  
 Chapel bell choir rehearsal 6:00 PM Music Room 
 

 Monday, March 14, 2011 
 Office Volunteers 9:00 AM 123 
 Disciple Bible Study III 6:00 PM 44 
 Faithful Families Loving LGBTQ kids 7:30 PM contact office  
   for location 
 

 Tuesday, March 15, 2011 
 Staff Meeting 8:30 AM Fireside Room 
 Divorce Recovery Workshop 6:30 PM Fireside Room 
 

 Wednesday, March 16, 2011 
 UM Men's Coffee 9:30 AM Fireside Room 
 WF Lunch @ the Union 11:30 AM  
 Holy Club 12:00 PM Fireside Room 
 Noon Book Group 12:00 PM ANX 202 
 Endowment Board 12:00 PM 123 
 Chancel Choir rehearsal 7:00 PM Music Room 
 

 Thursday, March 17, 2011              Communicator Deadline 8:00 a.m. 
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“Clergy & Laity Session” 
  From the General Board of Discipleship 

A Clergy—Laity Session    LIVE video streamed throughout Iowa of Sandy 

Jackson. Sponsored by the Iowa Conference on Saturday. March 12 from 9:00 a.m. 

until noon here at CUMC/WF Annex Auditorium. 

 

BE A PART OF THIS CONFERENCE WIDE EVENT AS WE RETHINK THE 

ROLES OF THE LAITY AND CLERGY IN OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 

 

The speaker is Sandy Jackson from Nashville and Director of Connectional Laity Devel-

opment from the General Board of Discipleship. Sandy 

will include a section on "Joining God's Mission" about 

ministry in daily life. How do Clergy and Laity work 

together for the best ministry? It's understanding our 

call in all areas of our lives, including a way to renew 

the world. The "training" will be based on the Guide-

lines for Local Church Lay Leaders booklet, with an 

emphasis on spiritual leadership in the Wesleyan  

tradition. There will be interaction times during the 

morning. Sandy is also the author of the curriculum 

currently used for the basic course for Lay Speaking 

Ministries. Sandy is an inspirational speaker who will 

help us feel God's presence as she leads us to a  

better understanding of how Laity and Clergy can  

partner to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. She is spirit-filled and will help us connect our 

roles in the Church with Jesus' call to "Follow me". 

 

(No Lunch is provided). 
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Easter Blooms 

 

We will be decorating the chancel area with blooming plants 

on Easter Sunday. The Sanctuary Decoration Team is giving 

you the opportunity to order pots of tulips wrapped in foil that 

will match the color of the tulip at a cost of $11.00 each.   

Arrangements have been made with Hy-Vee West to deliver 

the flowers to the church. If you would like to purchase a 

plant, please complete the form below and leave it in the 

church office or put it in the offering plate. YOUR CASH/

CHECK MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR ORDER. The deadline  

for orders is Thursday, March 31. Flowers will be here on 

Sunday, April 24  You may pick up your plant after the  

11:00 AM service,  

Easter Sunday. 

 

NAME   

 

TELEPHONE  

Please indicate how many you are ordering:  tulips ($11.00) _______ 

Total amount enclosed: __________. 

 

IN MEMORY OF ______________________________________________________ 

 

IN HONOR OF________________________________________________________ 

 

 I will deliver my flower to a homebound member after the 11 a.m. service on  

 April 24, but I would like the  name of a recipient. 

 I would like my flower delivered to a homebound member by a Chancel  

 Flowers Team member after the  11 a.m. service. 

 I will pick up my flower after the 11:00 a.m. service on April 24. 

 I will pick up my flower on Monday, April 25. 
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Progressive Dinner 

The Wesley Foundation has scheduled a 

Progressive Dinner for Saturday, March 

5th. There are many ways to help with  

this fun event. We are in need of hors 

d’oeuvres makers, hosts, and dessert 

makers. We could use volunteers to bring 

hors d’oeuvres to the Student Lounge 

prior to 6 p.m. on Saturday March 5th. 

We are also looking for four host sites for 

the main course. To host the dinner would 

involve having 6 to 8 dinner guests on 

Saturday, March 5th from 6:45 - 7:30 

p.m. Hosting does not mean that you have 

to prepare the main course alone. We are 

also looking for those that are interested 

in helping to prepare &/or serve the meal. 

Dessert makers are also important for this 

event. Our plan is to gather everyone once 

again for desserts and games in the  

Annex after the main course at about 

7:45 p.m. Desserts could be dropped off 

at the church on either Friday, March 4th 

or Saturday, March 5th and we will take 

them to the Annex. Please contact Lisa at 

lisa@cwames.org or 515-292-6936 if you 

have any questions or would like to sign 

up to help with this event! 
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Thank you! 

Thank you for your prayers and your  

contributions of multi-vitamins and cash  

in support of the Volunteer in Mission  

program to the Philippines. The $168 cash 

was used to buy more vitamins as well  

as paint for the Kasile United Methodist 

Church in the small fishing village on Talim 

Island in the Province of Rizal. The vitamins 

were given to various United Methodist 

institutions we visited. We appreciate  

everyone's support of our friends in the 

Philippines and of our mission. It was a 

great experience for us -- relationship  

building, consciousness raising and an 

exciting awareness of God's work through 

the United Methodist churches in the  

Philippines. We plan to share a presenta-

tion of our experiences in the near future -- 

stay tuned for the date and time. Thanks, 

Gerry Kennedy, Jane Kennedy and  

Bev Kruempel. 

The Vine 

Agnes Ansong and Alan Chee Sing 

Ting help with the offering on  

February 20 for Students in  

Worship Month. 
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UMW Information 

Contemporary Books—March 8 at  

9:15 a.m. at the home of Lynell Dougherty 

(92 Brookridge Ave.) Sandy Meeks will  

co-host and Dolores Brown will present  

the book Stones into Schools by Greg  

Mortenson. 

Holy Tearers—March 8 at 9:00 a.m.  

Please meet in room 123. 

UMW Circle Meetings: March 10 

Hope will now be starting at 9:30 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room of the church with Lois 

Gruber and Ruth Provow hosting. Janet 

Shoenhair will present the program. 

Faith will be meeting at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room of the church. Laura Cook 

will host. 

Grace will be meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room of the church. Jan Cum-

mings and Lynell Dougherty will serve as  

co-hosts. Rev. Melissa Warren will present 

the program. 

NAMI—CI 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness of 

Central Iowa (NAMI -CI) will be offering two 

classes this spring for persons living with 

mental illness and their family members. 

Visions for Tomorrow is an 8 session 

course for parents and caregivers of  

children and adolescents with serious  

emotional or mental disorders. This class 

will meet on Monday evenings beginning 

March 7. Peer to Peer is a 9 session 

course on establishing and maintaining 

wellness for persons living with mental 

illness. It will meet on Monday afternoons, 

beginning March 7. All classes and  

materials are free. Registration is required. 

For more information see the poster on the 

bulletin board or contact Deb at 515-292-

9400 or namiofci@gmail.com 

 

Facebook Competition 

When we reach 150 followers on our 

church facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/cwames) I will take 

one of the new followers and the person 

that invited them out to The Cafe for Lunch. 

If you haven't followed the facebook page 

yet, do so by going to www.facebook.com/

cwames and clicking the "Like" button on 

the top of the page. If you are already  

following, go to our page 

www.facebook.com/cwames and click the 

link labeled "Suggest to Friends."  

 Wil Ranney, Director of Discipleship 

Katelyn Dahlke and Eric State lead 

the Children’s Sermon on February 

13 at 11:00 a.m. for Students in  

Worship Month. 
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Prayers 

Thank you for sharing your prayers of joy 

and concern on the blue prayer cards 

each Sunday. Here are some joys and 

concerns you shared with us since the 

last issue of The Communicator. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Jane & Gerry Kennedy, and Bette & 

Roger Coulson announce the birth of 

grandson & great grandson Jonathon 

Cole Beeman Wieland on 2/8/ in  

Philadelphia. Jonathon is the son of  

Ryan Beeman Wieland, who grew up in 

this congregation, and Stacey Beeman 

Wieland. 

Rosemary Moore shares the birth of her 

first great great grandchild, Parker Baglio 

born on 2/3. 

The return of Amy & Joe Doolittle after a 

year’s stay in China. 

Jamie & Clint Rabe are the happy new 

parents of daughter, Madeline Olivia. 

The Communicator  

Clint and Jamie Rabe are the happy new 

parents to Madeline Olivia. She arrived 

after the snow storm on 2/3/11 at  

4:35 a.m. weighing 7 lbs and measuring 

19 3/4 inches. They are getting settled in 

with the new little one at home! 

Prayers of Concern 

For Ben Hucker and his family, his grand-

father, Jim Hucker, died on 2/8/2011, 

services were on 2/12.  

For the family of Lois Dreeszen. Lois  

died on 2/13. Prayers are with husband  

Emmett and daughter Dee. Services  

will be the middle of next month at  

Northcrest. 

For persons around the world seeing 

freedom, peace and justice. 

For Don & Denny Eichner and their  

families, as they mourn the death of  

their mother, Florence on 2/19. 

For a church members’ failing marriage 

and a family on the verge of collapse. 

For the family and friends of Amy Rogers, 

who was killed in a car accident Thurs-

day, 2/17.  

For Paul’s neighbor Rachel, who was 

diagnosed with breast cancer last week. 

For all of God’s people, who seek justice, 

peace and equality. 

Personals  
(Personal Announcements) 
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Megan Schroder became a member on 

2/13. She just moved back to Ames 

after a few years in St. Louis so she 

could live with her husband Steven. 

She is currently looking for work but  

is kept busy by her involvement in  

several groups at church and as a  

representative for Good Neighbor 

Emergency Assistance. You can  

usually find her at Soup Supper on 

Wednesday evenings and helping her 

husband usher at the 8:30 service on 

Sunday mornings. She is also hoping 

to use her new-found free time to get 

back to her musical 

roots by learning  

guitar and reacquaint-

ing herself with her 

other instruments. 

Kevin and Susan O’Neill also 

became members on 2/13. 

Susan is a substitute teacher 

for Ames and other nearby 

school districts. She enjoys 

spending time with family and 

friends, going to movies, and 

dancing. Kevin is a research 

assistant and PhD. student in 

the Immunobiology department.  

Kevin is from Omaha, and he 

enjoys reading and kempo. 

Kevin and Susan regularly at-

tend faithspring on Sunday 

nights as well as the Sunday 

morning worship services. They 

are interested in groups with 20

-30 something people involving 

social activities.  



 

You are Welcome! 

Collegiate United 

Methodist Church and 

Wesley Foundation 

welcomes and affirms all 

persons without regard to 

gender, ethnic background, 

sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or 

mental ability, marital 

status, economic condition, 

or anything else which 

threatens to divide God’s 

family.  

The Communicator is 

Printed on 100% 

Recycled 

Material. 

Please 

Recycle. 

Discipleship In Focus:  HS Youth @ Spud Lunch 
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