
A program of the Methodist Mission in Cambodia. A joint mission initiative of the General Board of Global Ministries and Connexio of the United 
Methodist Church, the Korean Methodist Church, the Methodist Church of Singapore and the World Federation of Chinese Methodist Churches.

Our vision is for Methodist Mission in Cambodia churches to be engaging communities to experience wholeness of life 

— physically, socially and spiritually — as they witness to the transforming power of living the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

CHAD

Dear Supporters,

We here at Community Health and Agriculture Development, as well as the whole of the Methodist Mis-

sion in Cambodia, are in the midst of an exciting transition as churches across the country expand their 

community outreaches and the mission moves toward full conference status.

Members and observers at the Third Mission Conference Session of the Methodist Mission in Cambodia, 

held Sept. 1 and 2 in Phnom Penh, were able to celebrate this trend of local church outreach as program 

after program reported on the successes they had experienced in this area over the past year. 

CHAD was among the mission agencies submitting a report to the conference session, and we are happy 

In particular, some facts merit special mention. As you can see from the tables on pages 111-112, almost 

businesses as well as agriculture-based loans for investment in rice, cows and pigs. The health side of our 

program has also fared well this year, as almost 2,000 people were treated at one of our medical clinics 

in partnership with Volunteer In Mission teams (see lower table on page 112).

Please take your time to look over the information and see just how your support is making a difference.

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Sincerely, The CHAD Team

Thank you! From . . .
MISSIONARIES
Irene Mparutsa (Zimbabwe)

irene.mparutsa@gmail.com

Advance #15086Z

Ken Cruz (Philippines)

kennedy.o.cruz@gmail.com

Advance #3019583

Katherine Parker (USA)

katherine.t.parker@gmail.com

Advance #15187Z

LOCAL STAFF
Leng Thy,  

thy.sambath.leng@gmail.com

Sok Sophal, Health Specialist 

sophalhh@gmail.com

Him Daneth, Agriculture Specialist

daneth_him@yahoo.com

Huot Vannak, 
huotvannak@gmail.com
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taragsegçbKMeragkmµviFI qat tamtMbn; ¬eFVIbc©úb,nñPaB kkáda 2011$ 

CHAD Project Summary Table By District (Updated July 2011) 
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sVayerog )E+D%U(-1,% _% bZ% Z_% e% 4ZZ% _K2[e% 4% 42% Z% 4%

kMBg;s<W f&<A&1,%)A(; 6% [2% 26% b% 464% 4eK2[Z% 3% 3% 3% 3%

kMBg;FM f&<A&1,%S8&< b% 44_% b2% e% 2aZ% 2bKe34% 3% 3% 3% 2%

)at;dMbg W+**+<=+1, [% 2_% 2Z% a% 424% 4ZKZ6e% 3% 3% 3% Z%
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W+1*+(D%7(+1.8(D 

4% 43% [% [% ea% aK[33% 3% 3% 3% b%

kN"al f+19+0 2% 4a% a% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%

taEkv S+J(& 4% 46% 6% _% _a% _K333% 3% 3% 3% 4%

kMBg;qñaMg f&<A&1,%
!811+1, 

3% 3% 3% Z% Z_% ZKZ46% 3% 3% 3% 3%

PñMeBj /81&<%/(18 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%

s r u b #  C&+/0 DE$ FGH$ #!D$ IJ$ !E!$ !IKIJE$ #$ #D$ F$ #L$
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3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2%

kN"al f+19+0 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% Z%

taEkv S+J(& 4% 42% Z_e% 4% _% bZ6% 4%
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!811+1, 

3% 3% 3% 4% a% 46Z% 4%

PñMeBj /81&<%/(18 4% 44% 633% 4% 43% 633% 3%

s r u b #  C&+/0 42% 4_[% _Kb2Z% [% Z4% ZK23[% !$
*includes “Chicken Raising” groups 
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development  
OUR   V I S ION    I S    FOR   METHOD I ST   M I S S ION    IN    CAMBOD IA    CHURCHE S    TO   
B E    ENGAG ING    COMMUNIT I E S    TO    EXPER I ENCE   WHOLENES S   O F    L I F E—   
PHYS I CAL LY ,    SOC IA LLY    AND    S P I R I TUAL LY—    A S    THEY   W ITNES S    TO    THE   
TRANSFORMING    POWER   OF    L I V ING   

In  the  minority-­‐Christian  country  of  
Cambodia,  many  local  churches  simply  
long  for  growth,  but  do  not  want  to  do  
any  work  that  requires  them  to  sacrifice  
even  a  little  of  the  assets  that  they  have.  
This  story  of  an  outstanding  project  
group,  told  by  its  leader,  provides  an  
idea  of  how  powerful  it  is  to  follow  in  
the  footsteps  of  Jesus.  
A  rice  bank  group  at  Raksmey  church  
located  in  a  north-­‐east  province  of  
Cambodia  is  one  of  the  CHAD  project  
groups  that  has  been  highly  effective  in  
sharing  the  good  news  of  God’s  King-­‐
dom  through  its  powerful  strategy  of  
ministering  to  and  among  the  suffering.  
“Everyone  in  my  church  recognizes  
their  Christian  role,  actively  and  sacrifi-­‐
cially  caring  for  people,  no  matter  who  
they  are”  said  Mr.  Chok  Choung,  the  50  
year-­‐old  Lay  Leader,  and  chair  of  the  
Community  Development  Committee  
at  the  local  Raksmey  church.  
Sitting  on  a  pile  of  firewood  under  the  
shade  tree  in  front  of  his  house,  this  
faithful  leader  shared  a  very  exciting  
story  of  the  rice  bank  project  initiated  
by  his  church  and  community  mem-­‐
bers.  A  smiling  face  expressed  his  confi-­‐
dence;  full  of  hope  and  delight  Mr.  
Chok  Choung  let  us  know  that  this  rice  
bank  project  was  initially  formed  in  
March  2008  in  response  to  the  need  of  
poor  families  who  suffered  from  food  
shortages  during  the  rainy  season  and  
who  paid  high  interest  rates  to  the  mar-­‐
ket  rice  lenders.  He  stated  that  at  the  
beginning  there  were  only  19  people  
interested.  The  project  received  an  ini-­‐
tial  grant  of  $750  from  CHAD  to  buy  
3000  kg  of  rice.  He  said  what  helped  
them  to  grow  was  the  principle  of  learn-­‐

ing  together  from  the  Bible.  This  
kept  them  faithful  and  encour-­‐
aged  them  to  apply  what  they  had  
learned.  As  a  result  of  this  en-­‐
deavor,  each  member  goes  out  to  
community  to  imitate  Jesus,  doing  
what  he  did,  using  both  word  and  
deed.  This  is  a  change  from  their  
previous  activities  of  using  only  
words  in  their  outreach  approach.  
Group  members,  for  example,  
share  sacrificially  from  the  little  
resources  they  have  to  poor  fami-­‐
lies  when  they  see  them  hungry  
and  unable  to  afford  to  feed  themselves.  
He  added  another  example  of  how  the  
rice  bank  group  members  have  declared  
God’s  Kingdom.  They  took  care  of  seven  
families  whose  houses  had  recently  
burned.  The  fire  damaged  everything.  
Their  few  possessions  were  destroyed  
and  they  were  left  with  no  food,  no  
shelter,  and  no  clothes  or  other  necessi-­‐
ties.  Seeing  this,  the  rice  bank  members  
compassionately  took  500  kg  of  rice  
from  the  store  and  collected  among  the  
members  another  40,000  Riel  ($10.00).  
They  did  all  of  this  to  help  the  victims  
even  though  they  are  not  their  immedi-­‐
ate  neighbors  or  fellow  Christians,  but  
live  in  another  village  a  ways  from  
Raksmey.  
A  few  days  later,  Mr.  Chok  Choung  con-­‐
tinued,  a  letter  from  a  commune  (local  
government)  office  where  the  fire  had  
happened  came  to  the  rice  bank  group.  
He  took  it  out  and  read.  It  was  a  letter  
from  the  victims  to  say  thank  you  grate-­‐
fully  for  the  immediate  response  to  
those  in  need.  They  appreciated  the  
generous  support  and  admitted  that  
Christians  are  really  good.  Knowing  

that  they  were  interested  in  under-­‐
standing  more  about  God,  the  group  
visited  them  and  shared  the  gospel.  
Since  then,  a  preaching  point  has  been  
formed  there.  He  emphasized  that  this  
shows  how  powerful  it  is  when  the  
church  carries  out  its  task  by  following  
what  Jesus  did  and  what  he  continues  
to  do  through  us,  using  both  word  and  
deed.  
Surely,  since  the  group  continues  to  be  
faithful  and  committed  to  work  to-­‐
gether,  God  blesses  them  to  experience  
explosive  growth.  The  amount  of  rice,  
during  this  three-­‐year  period,  for  exam-­‐
ple,  has  increased  from  3000  kg  at  the  
beginning  up  to  6591  kg  at  this  mo-­‐
ment.  As  the  group  has  been  foreshad-­‐
owing  what  God’s  Kingdom  would  be  
like,  there  is  a  constant  influx  of  people  
who  want  to  join  the  group.  Right  now,  
there  are  five  more  non-­‐Christian  fami-­‐
lies  requesting  to  be  included  in  the  rice  
bank  group.  “These  are  ways  that  our  
church  is  reaching  out  to  people;  we  
want  to  glorify  God,”  said  Mr.  Chok  
Choung,  smiling.  
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In  the  minority-­‐Christian  country  of  
Cambodia,  many  local  churches  simply  
long  for  growth,  but  do  not  want  to  do  
any  work  that  requires  them  to  sacrifice  
even  a  little  of  the  assets  that  they  have.  
This  story  of  an  outstanding  project  
group,  told  by  its  leader,  provides  an  
idea  of  how  powerful  it  is  to  follow  in  
the  footsteps  of  Jesus.  
A  rice  bank  group  at  Raksmey  church  
located  in  a  north-­‐east  province  of  
Cambodia  is  one  of  the  CHAD  project  
groups  that  has  been  highly  effective  in  
sharing  the  good  news  of  God’s  King-­‐
dom  through  its  powerful  strategy  of  
ministering  to  and  among  the  suffering.  
“Everyone  in  my  church  recognizes  
their  Christian  role,  actively  and  sacrifi-­‐
cially  caring  for  people,  no  matter  who  
they  are”  said  Mr.  Chok  Choung,  the  50  
year-­‐old  Lay  Leader,  and  chair  of  the  
Community  Development  Committee  
at  the  local  Raksmey  church.  
Sitting  on  a  pile  of  firewood  under  the  
shade  tree  in  front  of  his  house,  this  
faithful  leader  shared  a  very  exciting  
story  of  the  rice  bank  project  initiated  
by  his  church  and  community  mem-­‐
bers.  A  smiling  face  expressed  his  confi-­‐
dence;  full  of  hope  and  delight  Mr.  
Chok  Choung  let  us  know  that  this  rice  
bank  project  was  initially  formed  in  
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ket  rice  lenders.  He  stated  that  at  the  
beginning  there  were  only  19  people  
interested.  The  project  received  an  ini-­‐
tial  grant  of  $750  from  CHAD  to  buy  
3000  kg  of  rice.  He  said  what  helped  
them  to  grow  was  the  principle  of  learn-­‐

ing  together  from  the  Bible.  This  
kept  them  faithful  and  encour-­‐
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A small miracle

OUR V I S ION I S FOR METHOD I ST M I S S ION IN CAMBOD IA CHURCHES TO
BE ENGAG ING COMMUNIT I E S TO EXPER I ENCE WHOLENES S OF L I F E�—
PHYS ICALLY , SOC IALLY AND SP I R I TUALLY�— AS THEY WITNES S TO THE
TRANSFORMING POWER OF L IV ING THE GOSPEL OF J E SUS CHR I ST .

by Martha Parker, volunteer

I don�’t know how this happened. I know that
when I prayed with a young girl in Cambodia,
the prayer was answered. I would like to tell
the story from my point of view.

I am a community health nurse in California,
serving the elementary schools of Mill Valley,
my home community. The schools have a
long break during the summer and I volun
teered through the UMVIM program of our
church (�“United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission�”). I raised money for my expenses
and to provide funds to carry out the work of
the CHAD program.

While in Cambodia, my daughter Katherine
Parker and I visited a new congregation in
Kampong Chhnang province. The pastor
told us that one of the families they had been
ministering to was requesting help for her 12
year old daughter who had a �“heart that was
not healthy.�” The mother said she had been
to many doctors in Phnom Penh and that the
girl needed to have surgery, but themother had
used up all hermoney. In fact, she had sold all
her land to get help for her daughter. Her hus
band had deserted her and her three children.

Irene Mparutsa, our nurse with CHAD, had
told me that the government hospitals in
Phnom Penh would care for the very poor if
they had documentation from their village
chiefs. CHAD had trained pastors to assist
families with the process of going through
this system. The congregation and the family
prayed together for guidance. I asked the
mother to prepare her documentation,
gather what she needed and that we would
contact her through her pastor by the next
weekend. Then, I talked to the young girl
through an interpreter. This time we prayed
together asking specifically what the girl was

requesting. She wanted her heart to be
healed. Jesus taught �“Ask, and it will be
given�” Matt 7:7

As a nurse, I knew she had lived with this
condition her entire life. I could feel a
murmur when I placed my hand on her
chest, probably something that would have
been corrected as a young child in the US.
It was like looking at medical books that
were 50 years old about children who had
murmurs that kept them from activities
and that meant they always would be tired
and weak. This girl had difficulty breathing
and her muscles were not well developed,
because she had to rest so much.

The following week, I started my volunteer
teaching of the nurses at a hospital in Phnom
Penh. I found out from Irene that a team of
Methodist missionary heart surgeons from
Korea was coming the following week. All
was very vague and we had no easy way to
communicate directly with the woman and
her daughter other than by going to the vil
lage that was a three hour drive for us.

We reported to the pastor and made plans on
our end to help the girl come for the heart
clinic, but were disturbed to hear back a few
days later that the girl�’s condition had wors
ened, that the mother was also sick, and that
they had set out from their rural village for
Phnom Penh with their letter from the village
chief, but without the information from us as
to the specific hospital to which they should go.

I was so upset! I had so hoped to connect the
girl with the heart surgeons from Korea, who
I had learned were doing their surgeries at
Phnom Penh�’s large public hospital. All I
could do was continue to pray, and I asked
my home congregation and healing prayer

group in Mill Valley also to pray.

Another week went by, and still no one had
word of the woman and her daughter. The
surgeons had come and gone. Katherine and
I visited the village again and we all contin
ued to pray together.

Two more weeks passed and, one day, the
pastor called Katherine and me with the joy
ful report that the girl had returned to the
village! She had had open heart surgery and
was better! We drove the three hours to the
church that Sunday and �… who was there?
The girl and her mother arrived by bike at
the small bamboo stilt church, beaming and
praising God for the miracle of the surgery.

We asked where she had the surgery and it
was at the hospital where the missionary
team of Korean heart surgeons had been, and
it happened the week that they were there.
Did they do it? No one knew, except that the
girl now had a repaired heart to provide her a
normal life.

If I have ever seen a miraculous answer to
prayer, this is it.

Local church leader, 12 year old girl, mother
(from left to right).



Partnership  in  mission  

In  your  home  church:  
Pass  on  this  newsletter  to  a  friend  or  reprint  it  in  
your  church  bulletin  or  newsletter.  

Collect  10  (or  more)  email  addresses  of  people  
who  would  like  to  receive  Katherine’s  monthly  
email.    Send  to  ktparker@gmail.com  

Lead  a  book  study  of  The  Road  of  Lost  Innocence  
by  Somoly  Mom  (UMW  reading  list  2010  available  
from  www.missionresourcecenter.org)  and  learn  
about  how  small  micro-­‐credit  programs  like  CHAD  
can  help  give  women  in  Cambodia  new  options.  

Connect  youth  to  B1  (one  being,  being  one)  cam-­‐
paign,  and  link  up  with  the  CHAD  program.  http://
www.fasttodaychangetomorrow.org  Youth  can  learn  
about  global  poverty  and  food  security  and  focus  on  
how  they  can  impact  the  world  for  better.  

Lead  a  book  study  of    The  Tears  of  My  Soul    
by  Sokreaksa  S.  Himm  (ask  Katherine  about  copies)  
and  discuss  how  Christ  is  leading  Cambodians  into  
new  relationships  of  trust  and  healing.  

Learn  about  food  security  needs  and  encourage  
folks  to  donate  their  weekly,  monthly  or  annual  food  
budget  to  support  food  security  projects  like  the  
formation  of  a  rice  bank.    For  stories  about  the  im-­‐
portance  of  food  security  ministry  http://chad-­‐
cambodia.blogspot.com/.      

Connect  your  Vacation  Bible  School  to  Cambodia  
and  CHAD  (eg.  Caring  for  God’s  Creatures).      
Contact  Anne  Scott  <annejscott@att.net>  for  ideas.  

WATER:    
THE  CENTER  OF  LIFE  

During  all  my  education,  I  was  
taught  that  water  is  the  origin  
and  the  basis  of  every  life.  But  it  
wasn’t  until  I  came  to  Cambo-­‐
dia,  that  I  learned  exactly  what  
that  means.  
  
The  reason  for  my  sudden  un-­‐
derstanding  was  my  observa-­‐
tions  on  a  farm  in  Takeo  where  I  
lived  for  3  months.  
  
The  water  source  on  that  farm  is  
the  fishpond.  The  fishpond  is  
filled  during  the  rainy  season  
and  is  used  the  whole  year.  The  
family  uses  it  for  cooking  and  
drinking  water,  to  wash  their  
clothes  and  to  bathe.  The  ani-­‐
mals  drink  out  of  the  fishpond,  
and  all  of  the  vegetables,  which  
are  planted  during  the  dry  sea-­‐
son,  are  watered  out  of  the  fish-­‐
pond.  And  last  but  not  least,  the  
fishpond  is  used  to  raise  fish.  
  
The  water  inside  that  fishpond  
is  the  basis  for  all  life  on  the  
farm.  
  
The  advantage  of  this  system  is  
that  the  farmers  are  able  to  use  
their  natural  resources  without  
wasting  the  groundwater.  
  
But  there  are  also  problems  
caused  by  their  system.  
  
Because  the  fishpond  the  only  
source  of  water,  any  problems  
that  arise  with  it  can  leave  the  
whole  farm  without  water  —  
and,  if  prolonged,  without  life.  
  
The  other  problems  are  smaller  
and  not  as  obvious.  There  is  a  
possibility  that  the  chemicals  in  
soaps  and  laundry  detergents  
can  cause  health  problems  for  
human,  animals  and  fish.  More-­‐
over,  if  the  farmer  uses  chemi-­‐
cals  to  kill  vermin  or  applies  
pesticides  to  his  plants,  the  left-­‐
over  can  run  off  into  the  pond.  
And  when  the  now-­‐
contaminated  water  is  used  to  
water  the  same  plants  again,  the  
vermin  can  develop  resistance  
to  the  chemical.  This  chemical  
resistance  is  a  long-­‐term  prob-­‐
lem  and  leads  to  higher  chemi-­‐
cal  costs  for  the  farmer.  
  
There  is  just  an  estimation  of  
the  type  of  problems  that  could  
develop,  but  on  the  long-­‐term,  
they  really  are  serious.  But  there  
are  a  few  simple  approaches.  
  
If  the  farmer  tries  to  use  as  little  
chemical  as  possible,  or  even  
avoids  applying  it  altogether,  he  
can  avoid  the  negative  effect.  By  
using  biodegradable  shampoos  
and  laundry  detergents,  this  
effect  could  be  stopped  too.  By  
learning  about  the  general  ef-­‐
fects  of  chemicals,  the  farmers  
can  better  comprehend  how  to  
work  with  chemicals  without  
risking  the  health  of  humans,  
animals  and  plants.  
  
And  again  I  understand  how  
clean  water  is  the  foundation  for  
all  life.  

Mission  is  about  reaching  out  across  the  boundaries  that  divide  us.    
Those  can  be  obvious  boundaries  of  nation,  language  or  culture  or  
more  subtle  divisions  of  education,  economics  or  experience.    

Here  are  a  few  ideas  of  volunteer  opportunities  available  locally  (in  
your  home  church)  or  in  Cambodia  that  will  support  the  CHAD  
program  of  the  Methodist  Mission  in  Cambodia.    Let  us  know  what  
you  are  doing  so  we  can  share  together.  

How  to  send  your  gift  
For  online  giving  go  to  www.givetomission.org  and  Find  Project  14916A.  

Toll  free  hotline  to  Global  Ministries:  1-­‐888-­‐252-­‐6174.  

Write  a  check  to  your  local  United  Methodist  Church  and  include  on  the  memo  line  “Advance  #14916A.”  

Mail  a  check  to:  Advance  GCFA,  P.O.  Box  9068,  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10087-­‐9068.  Please  include  “Advance  
#14916A”  on  the  memo  line  of  the  check.  

THANK  YOU!  FROM    
Leng  Thy  
CHAD  staff  from  Cambodia  
lengthy_chad@citylink.com.kh  
Advance  #14916a  
Irene  Mparutsa  
Missionary  from  Zimbabwe  
Irene.mparutsa@gmail.com  
Advance  #15086z  

Ken  Cruz  
Missionary  from  The  Philippines  
Ken_jomil@hotmail.com  
Advance  #3019583  
Katherine  Parker  
Missionary  from  the  USA  
Katherine.t.parker@gmail.com  
Advance  #15187z  

A  special  thank  you  to  our  Covenant  Relationship  churches.  Your  gifts  through  our  individual  Advance  numbers    

enable  us  to  be  in  Cambodia  as  a  physical  presence  of  our  partnership  in  ministry  with  the  Khmer  people.  

Coming  to  Cambodia:  
-­‐ with  missionary  Katherine  

Parker  during  your  vacation  in  Cambodia.  

Send  a  college  student  as  a  Summer  Intern  
or  shadow  the  work  of  a  CHAD  missionary.    
Come  for  1-­‐3  weeks  to  explore  Cambodia  and  
shadow  a  missionary  or  longer  as  an  intern  
(college  credit  may  be  possible).  Come  and  take  
pictures,  listen  to  people  and  help  us  to  write  
“Stories  of  Transformation”  that  help  bring  the  
message  of  God’s  work  in  Cambodia  to  our  part-­‐
ners  around  the  world.    There  are  opportunities  
to  travel  to  the  field  to  observe  and  learn  about  
the  church  in  Cambodia  our  work  with  a  mis-­‐
sionary.  Learn  first  hand  about  tropical  agricul-­‐
ture,  small  business  development  or  water  &  
sanitation  challenges.  Contact  Katherine  for  a  
budget  estimate  and  details.  

Volunteer  as  a  Development  Facilitator.    
Come  and  work  with  one  or  two  specific  church  
communities  to  advance  their  plans  for  develop-­‐
ment.    Work  includes  facilitating  bible  studies,  
teaching  basic  health  messages  or  improving  
community  skills  according  to  your  ability.    
CHAD  will  provide  all  lesson  plans  in  English  
and  Khmer.    The  first  criterion  is  an  open  heart  
and  mind.  Skill  needed  include  community  
health  nurses,  gardening,  textile  and  craft  de-­‐
sign,  budgeting  and  business  plan  formation,  
animal  husbandry  (esp.  feed  preparation).    A  
minimum  eight  week  commitment  is  needed.    
Contact  Katherine  for  a  budget  estimate.  

By  Lukas  Meier  
Intern  from  Switzerland  

Check  out  our  blog  for  more  stories  of  transformation  
http://chad-­‐cambodia.blogspot.com  

Watch videos from CHAD and other Methodist initiatives at:
www.youtube.com/mmcambodia

Partnership  in  mission  

In  your  home  church:  
Pass  on  this  newsletter  to  a  friend  or  reprint  it  in  
your  church  bulletin  or  newsletter.  

Collect  10  (or  more)  email  addresses  of  people  
who  would  like  to  receive  Katherine’s  monthly  
email.    Send  to  ktparker@gmail.com  

Lead  a  book  study  of  The  Road  of  Lost  Innocence  
by  Somoly  Mom  (UMW  reading  list  2010  available  
from  www.missionresourcecenter.org)  and  learn  
about  how  small  micro-­‐credit  programs  like  CHAD  
can  help  give  women  in  Cambodia  new  options.  

Connect  youth  to  B1  (one  being,  being  one)  cam-­‐
paign,  and  link  up  with  the  CHAD  program.  http://
www.fasttodaychangetomorrow.org  Youth  can  learn  
about  global  poverty  and  food  security  and  focus  on  
how  they  can  impact  the  world  for  better.  

Lead  a  book  study  of    The  Tears  of  My  Soul    
by  Sokreaksa  S.  Himm  (ask  Katherine  about  copies)  
and  discuss  how  Christ  is  leading  Cambodians  into  
new  relationships  of  trust  and  healing.  

Learn  about  food  security  needs  and  encourage  
folks  to  donate  their  weekly,  monthly  or  annual  food  
budget  to  support  food  security  projects  like  the  
formation  of  a  rice  bank.    For  stories  about  the  im-­‐
portance  of  food  security  ministry  http://chad-­‐
cambodia.blogspot.com/.      

Connect  your  Vacation  Bible  School  to  Cambodia  
and  CHAD  (eg.  Caring  for  God’s  Creatures).      
Contact  Anne  Scott  <annejscott@att.net>  for  ideas.  

WATER:    
THE  CENTER  OF  LIFE  

During  all  my  education,  I  was  
taught  that  water  is  the  origin  
and  the  basis  of  every  life.  But  it  
wasn’t  until  I  came  to  Cambo-­‐
dia,  that  I  learned  exactly  what  
that  means.  
  
The  reason  for  my  sudden  un-­‐
derstanding  was  my  observa-­‐
tions  on  a  farm  in  Takeo  where  I  
lived  for  3  months.  
  
The  water  source  on  that  farm  is  
the  fishpond.  The  fishpond  is  
filled  during  the  rainy  season  
and  is  used  the  whole  year.  The  
family  uses  it  for  cooking  and  
drinking  water,  to  wash  their  
clothes  and  to  bathe.  The  ani-­‐
mals  drink  out  of  the  fishpond,  
and  all  of  the  vegetables,  which  
are  planted  during  the  dry  sea-­‐
son,  are  watered  out  of  the  fish-­‐
pond.  And  last  but  not  least,  the  
fishpond  is  used  to  raise  fish.  
  
The  water  inside  that  fishpond  
is  the  basis  for  all  life  on  the  
farm.  
  
The  advantage  of  this  system  is  
that  the  farmers  are  able  to  use  
their  natural  resources  without  
wasting  the  groundwater.  
  
But  there  are  also  problems  
caused  by  their  system.  
  
Because  the  fishpond  the  only  
source  of  water,  any  problems  
that  arise  with  it  can  leave  the  
whole  farm  without  water  —  
and,  if  prolonged,  without  life.  
  
The  other  problems  are  smaller  
and  not  as  obvious.  There  is  a  
possibility  that  the  chemicals  in  
soaps  and  laundry  detergents  
can  cause  health  problems  for  
human,  animals  and  fish.  More-­‐
over,  if  the  farmer  uses  chemi-­‐
cals  to  kill  vermin  or  applies  
pesticides  to  his  plants,  the  left-­‐
over  can  run  off  into  the  pond.  
And  when  the  now-­‐
contaminated  water  is  used  to  
water  the  same  plants  again,  the  
vermin  can  develop  resistance  
to  the  chemical.  This  chemical  
resistance  is  a  long-­‐term  prob-­‐
lem  and  leads  to  higher  chemi-­‐
cal  costs  for  the  farmer.  
  
There  is  just  an  estimation  of  
the  type  of  problems  that  could  
develop,  but  on  the  long-­‐term,  
they  really  are  serious.  But  there  
are  a  few  simple  approaches.  
  
If  the  farmer  tries  to  use  as  little  
chemical  as  possible,  or  even  
avoids  applying  it  altogether,  he  
can  avoid  the  negative  effect.  By  
using  biodegradable  shampoos  
and  laundry  detergents,  this  
effect  could  be  stopped  too.  By  
learning  about  the  general  ef-­‐
fects  of  chemicals,  the  farmers  
can  better  comprehend  how  to  
work  with  chemicals  without  
risking  the  health  of  humans,  
animals  and  plants.  
  
And  again  I  understand  how  
clean  water  is  the  foundation  for  
all  life.  

Mission  is  about  reaching  out  across  the  boundaries  that  divide  us.    
Those  can  be  obvious  boundaries  of  nation,  language  or  culture  or  
more  subtle  divisions  of  education,  economics  or  experience.    

Here  are  a  few  ideas  of  volunteer  opportunities  available  locally  (in  
your  home  church)  or  in  Cambodia  that  will  support  the  CHAD  
program  of  the  Methodist  Mission  in  Cambodia.    Let  us  know  what  
you  are  doing  so  we  can  share  together.  

How  to  send  your  gift  
For  online  giving  go  to  www.givetomission.org  and  Find  Project  14916A.  

Toll  free  hotline  to  Global  Ministries:  1-­‐888-­‐252-­‐6174.  

Write  a  check  to  your  local  United  Methodist  Church  and  include  on  the  memo  line  “Advance  #14916A.”  

Mail  a  check  to:  Advance  GCFA,  P.O.  Box  9068,  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10087-­‐9068.  Please  include  “Advance  
#14916A”  on  the  memo  line  of  the  check.  

THANK  YOU!  FROM    
Leng  Thy  
CHAD  staff  from  Cambodia  
lengthy_chad@citylink.com.kh  
Advance  #14916a  
Irene  Mparutsa  
Missionary  from  Zimbabwe  
Irene.mparutsa@gmail.com  
Advance  #15086z  

Ken  Cruz  
Missionary  from  The  Philippines  
Ken_jomil@hotmail.com  
Advance  #3019583  
Katherine  Parker  
Missionary  from  the  USA  
Katherine.t.parker@gmail.com  
Advance  #15187z  

A  special  thank  you  to  our  Covenant  Relationship  churches.  Your  gifts  through  our  individual  Advance  numbers    

enable  us  to  be  in  Cambodia  as  a  physical  presence  of  our  partnership  in  ministry  with  the  Khmer  people.  

Coming  to  Cambodia:  
-­‐ with  missionary  Katherine  

Parker  during  your  vacation  in  Cambodia.  

Send  a  college  student  as  a  Summer  Intern  
or  shadow  the  work  of  a  CHAD  missionary.    
Come  for  1-­‐3  weeks  to  explore  Cambodia  and  
shadow  a  missionary  or  longer  as  an  intern  
(college  credit  may  be  possible).  Come  and  take  
pictures,  listen  to  people  and  help  us  to  write  
“Stories  of  Transformation”  that  help  bring  the  
message  of  God’s  work  in  Cambodia  to  our  part-­‐
ners  around  the  world.    There  are  opportunities  
to  travel  to  the  field  to  observe  and  learn  about  
the  church  in  Cambodia  our  work  with  a  mis-­‐
sionary.  Learn  first  hand  about  tropical  agricul-­‐
ture,  small  business  development  or  water  &  
sanitation  challenges.  Contact  Katherine  for  a  
budget  estimate  and  details.  

Volunteer  as  a  Development  Facilitator.    
Come  and  work  with  one  or  two  specific  church  
communities  to  advance  their  plans  for  develop-­‐
ment.    Work  includes  facilitating  bible  studies,  
teaching  basic  health  messages  or  improving  
community  skills  according  to  your  ability.    
CHAD  will  provide  all  lesson  plans  in  English  
and  Khmer.    The  first  criterion  is  an  open  heart  
and  mind.  Skill  needed  include  community  
health  nurses,  gardening,  textile  and  craft  de-­‐
sign,  budgeting  and  business  plan  formation,  
animal  husbandry  (esp.  feed  preparation).    A  
minimum  eight  week  commitment  is  needed.    
Contact  Katherine  for  a  budget  estimate.  

By  Lukas  Meier  
Intern  from  Switzerland  

Check  out  our  blog  for  more  stories  of  transformation  
http://chad-­‐cambodia.blogspot.com  

thy.sambath.leng@gmail.com kennedy.o.cruz@gmail.com



In 2009, Pho Linn, a woman 
from the Phum Meas rural area, 

had come to a clinic sponsored 
by CHAD and a volunteer health 
team from the United States. She 
was weak with ovarian cancer. We 
laid hands on her and prayed, re-
ferring her to the Russian Hospital 
in Phnom Penh. The doctor there 
could do nothing for her except 

pastor stopped by and prayed with 
her every day.

About a year later, I was accom-
panying a United Methodist Volun-
teer-in-Mission team from Virginia 
when I saw her again. She looked 
well! She was experiencing some 
pain, so I asked her to return to the 
Phnom Penh hospital for review. 

no more cancer! She had continued 
to pray to Jesus; and, in her Bud-
dhist village, the word has gotten 
around. She went home with a Bi-
ble, and her brother-in-law is now 
asking about building a church.

ACCESS TO CARE

After a meeting in Kratie with 
the Provincial Health Director 
to talk about the problem of goi-
ters (enlargements of the thyroid 
gland), we decided to work to-

gether on a campaign to prevent the 
problem. Being able to work with 

health issues is an exciting part of 
the Cambodia Mission Initiative’s 
health ministry. We will begin with 
a house-to-house survey to learn 
more about the disease and what 
has already been done for it. While 
in Kratie, we visited some village 
health centers to continue building 
relationships and bridges between 
local health services, the church, 
and the community.

Another goal of our visit to Kratie 
was to continue nurturing the newly 
established congregation there.

and Yei (Granny) Oeun and her pas-

was Ming Phalla, another yei from 
her church who also has a beguiling 
smile and only one tooth. Yei Oeun 
and her pastor had a good laugh over 
my confusion and then she began to 
tell me her story. She wanted a re-
ferral letter for free treatment at a 
clinic. I admired the wisdom of her 
appeal to CHAD for help. One trans-
lation of Proverbs 1:2 speaks of the 
“discipline of wise thoughtfulness.” 
She had heard of the CHAD min-
istry from her friend, Ming Phalla. 
Using the wisdom God had given 

her, she had thought it through and 
come to ask for help.

A great part of the health minis-
try continues to be helping people 
access health care here in Phnom 
Penh. Church members and their 
families and neighbors from the 
147 Methodist Mission in Cambo-
dia congregations — which are lo-
cated all over the country — call on 
their pastors, who, in turn, contact 
CHAD. As the word gets out about 
CHAD, the number of people ask-
ing for help is growing. In January, 
members of the Social Concerns 
Committee participated in a train-
ing to build their skills in advocat-
ing for affordable treatments.

Flashback: CHAD health programs 
bring healing, faith to rural villages

        Photo by Amanda King

See pg. 2 for an update

development  
OUR   V I S ION    I S    FOR   METHOD I ST   M I S S ION    IN    CAMBOD IA    CHURCHE S    TO   
B E    ENGAG ING    COMMUNIT I E S    TO    EXPER I ENCE   WHOLENES S   O F    L I F E—   
PHYS I CAL LY ,    SOC IA LLY    AND    S P I R I TUAL LY—    A S    THEY   W ITNES S    TO    THE   
TRANSFORMING    POWER   OF    L I V ING   

In  the  minority-­‐Christian  country  of  
Cambodia,  many  local  churches  simply  
long  for  growth,  but  do  not  want  to  do  
any  work  that  requires  them  to  sacrifice  
even  a  little  of  the  assets  that  they  have.  
This  story  of  an  outstanding  project  
group,  told  by  its  leader,  provides  an  
idea  of  how  powerful  it  is  to  follow  in  
the  footsteps  of  Jesus.  
A  rice  bank  group  at  Raksmey  church  
located  in  a  north-­‐east  province  of  
Cambodia  is  one  of  the  CHAD  project  
groups  that  has  been  highly  effective  in  
sharing  the  good  news  of  God’s  King-­‐
dom  through  its  powerful  strategy  of  
ministering  to  and  among  the  suffering.  
“Everyone  in  my  church  recognizes  
their  Christian  role,  actively  and  sacrifi-­‐
cially  caring  for  people,  no  matter  who  
they  are”  said  Mr.  Chok  Choung,  the  50  
year-­‐old  Lay  Leader,  and  chair  of  the  
Community  Development  Committee  
at  the  local  Raksmey  church.  
Sitting  on  a  pile  of  firewood  under  the  
shade  tree  in  front  of  his  house,  this  
faithful  leader  shared  a  very  exciting  
story  of  the  rice  bank  project  initiated  
by  his  church  and  community  mem-­‐
bers.  A  smiling  face  expressed  his  confi-­‐
dence;  full  of  hope  and  delight  Mr.  
Chok  Choung  let  us  know  that  this  rice  
bank  project  was  initially  formed  in  
March  2008  in  response  to  the  need  of  
poor  families  who  suffered  from  food  
shortages  during  the  rainy  season  and  
who  paid  high  interest  rates  to  the  mar-­‐
ket  rice  lenders.  He  stated  that  at  the  
beginning  there  were  only  19  people  
interested.  The  project  received  an  ini-­‐
tial  grant  of  $750  from  CHAD  to  buy  
3000  kg  of  rice.  He  said  what  helped  
them  to  grow  was  the  principle  of  learn-­‐

ing  together  from  the  Bible.  This  
kept  them  faithful  and  encour-­‐
aged  them  to  apply  what  they  had  
learned.  As  a  result  of  this  en-­‐
deavor,  each  member  goes  out  to  
community  to  imitate  Jesus,  doing  
what  he  did,  using  both  word  and  
deed.  This  is  a  change  from  their  
previous  activities  of  using  only  
words  in  their  outreach  approach.  
Group  members,  for  example,  
share  sacrificially  from  the  little  
resources  they  have  to  poor  fami-­‐
lies  when  they  see  them  hungry  
and  unable  to  afford  to  feed  themselves.  
He  added  another  example  of  how  the  
rice  bank  group  members  have  declared  
God’s  Kingdom.  They  took  care  of  seven  
families  whose  houses  had  recently  
burned.  The  fire  damaged  everything.  
Their  few  possessions  were  destroyed  
and  they  were  left  with  no  food,  no  
shelter,  and  no  clothes  or  other  necessi-­‐
ties.  Seeing  this,  the  rice  bank  members  
compassionately  took  500  kg  of  rice  
from  the  store  and  collected  among  the  
members  another  40,000  Riel  ($10.00).  
They  did  all  of  this  to  help  the  victims  
even  though  they  are  not  their  immedi-­‐
ate  neighbors  or  fellow  Christians,  but  
live  in  another  village  a  ways  from  
Raksmey.  
A  few  days  later,  Mr.  Chok  Choung  con-­‐
tinued,  a  letter  from  a  commune  (local  
government)  office  where  the  fire  had  
happened  came  to  the  rice  bank  group.  
He  took  it  out  and  read.  It  was  a  letter  
from  the  victims  to  say  thank  you  grate-­‐
fully  for  the  immediate  response  to  
those  in  need.  They  appreciated  the  
generous  support  and  admitted  that  
Christians  are  really  good.  Knowing  

that  they  were  interested  in  under-­‐
standing  more  about  God,  the  group  
visited  them  and  shared  the  gospel.  
Since  then,  a  preaching  point  has  been  
formed  there.  He  emphasized  that  this  
shows  how  powerful  it  is  when  the  
church  carries  out  its  task  by  following  
what  Jesus  did  and  what  he  continues  
to  do  through  us,  using  both  word  and  
deed.  
Surely,  since  the  group  continues  to  be  
faithful  and  committed  to  work  to-­‐
gether,  God  blesses  them  to  experience  
explosive  growth.  The  amount  of  rice,  
during  this  three-­‐year  period,  for  exam-­‐
ple,  has  increased  from  3000  kg  at  the  
beginning  up  to  6591  kg  at  this  mo-­‐
ment.  As  the  group  has  been  foreshad-­‐
owing  what  God’s  Kingdom  would  be  
like,  there  is  a  constant  influx  of  people  
who  want  to  join  the  group.  Right  now,  
there  are  five  more  non-­‐Christian  fami-­‐
lies  requesting  to  be  included  in  the  rice  
bank  group.  “These  are  ways  that  our  
church  is  reaching  out  to  people;  we  
want  to  glorify  God,”  said  Mr.  Chok  
Choung,  smiling.  
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Mr.  Chok  Choung  reviewing  the  rice  bank  records  with  
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development

Community
Health and
Agricultural

2009Fa l l

A program of the Methodist
Mission in Cambodia. A joint
mission initiative of the General
Board of Global Ministries of the
United Methodist Church, the
Korean Methodist Church, the
Methodist Church of Singapore
and the World Federation of
Chinese Methodist Churches.

A small miracle

OUR V I S ION I S FOR METHOD I ST M I S S ION IN CAMBOD IA CHURCHES TO
BE ENGAG ING COMMUNIT I E S TO EXPER I ENCE WHOLENES S OF L I F E�—
PHYS ICALLY , SOC IALLY AND SP I R I TUALLY�— AS THEY WITNES S TO THE
TRANSFORMING POWER OF L IV ING THE GOSPEL OF J E SUS CHR I ST .

by Martha Parker, volunteer

I don�’t know how this happened. I know that
when I prayed with a young girl in Cambodia,
the prayer was answered. I would like to tell
the story from my point of view.

I am a community health nurse in California,
serving the elementary schools of Mill Valley,
my home community. The schools have a
long break during the summer and I volun
teered through the UMVIM program of our
church (�“United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission�”). I raised money for my expenses
and to provide funds to carry out the work of
the CHAD program.

While in Cambodia, my daughter Katherine
Parker and I visited a new congregation in
Kampong Chhnang province. The pastor
told us that one of the families they had been
ministering to was requesting help for her 12
year old daughter who had a �“heart that was
not healthy.�” The mother said she had been
to many doctors in Phnom Penh and that the
girl needed to have surgery, but themother had
used up all hermoney. In fact, she had sold all
her land to get help for her daughter. Her hus
band had deserted her and her three children.

Irene Mparutsa, our nurse with CHAD, had
told me that the government hospitals in
Phnom Penh would care for the very poor if
they had documentation from their village
chiefs. CHAD had trained pastors to assist
families with the process of going through
this system. The congregation and the family
prayed together for guidance. I asked the
mother to prepare her documentation,
gather what she needed and that we would
contact her through her pastor by the next
weekend. Then, I talked to the young girl
through an interpreter. This time we prayed
together asking specifically what the girl was

requesting. She wanted her heart to be
healed. Jesus taught �“Ask, and it will be
given�” Matt 7:7

As a nurse, I knew she had lived with this
condition her entire life. I could feel a
murmur when I placed my hand on her
chest, probably something that would have
been corrected as a young child in the US.
It was like looking at medical books that
were 50 years old about children who had
murmurs that kept them from activities
and that meant they always would be tired
and weak. This girl had difficulty breathing
and her muscles were not well developed,
because she had to rest so much.

The following week, I started my volunteer
teaching of the nurses at a hospital in Phnom
Penh. I found out from Irene that a team of
Methodist missionary heart surgeons from
Korea was coming the following week. All
was very vague and we had no easy way to
communicate directly with the woman and
her daughter other than by going to the vil
lage that was a three hour drive for us.

We reported to the pastor and made plans on
our end to help the girl come for the heart
clinic, but were disturbed to hear back a few
days later that the girl�’s condition had wors
ened, that the mother was also sick, and that
they had set out from their rural village for
Phnom Penh with their letter from the village
chief, but without the information from us as
to the specific hospital to which they should go.

I was so upset! I had so hoped to connect the
girl with the heart surgeons from Korea, who
I had learned were doing their surgeries at
Phnom Penh�’s large public hospital. All I
could do was continue to pray, and I asked
my home congregation and healing prayer

group in Mill Valley also to pray.

Another week went by, and still no one had
word of the woman and her daughter. The
surgeons had come and gone. Katherine and
I visited the village again and we all contin
ued to pray together.

Two more weeks passed and, one day, the
pastor called Katherine and me with the joy
ful report that the girl had returned to the
village! She had had open heart surgery and
was better! We drove the three hours to the
church that Sunday and �… who was there?
The girl and her mother arrived by bike at
the small bamboo stilt church, beaming and
praising God for the miracle of the surgery.

We asked where she had the surgery and it
was at the hospital where the missionary
team of Korean heart surgeons had been, and
it happened the week that they were there.
Did they do it? No one knew, except that the
girl now had a repaired heart to provide her a
normal life.

If I have ever seen a miraculous answer to
prayer, this is it.

Local church leader, 12 year old girl, mother
(from left to right).
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On a blisteringly hot and humid 
afternoon in a small village 

in central Cambodia, a handful of 
neighbors are tucked away in the 
welcoming shade of Pho Linn’s 
humble home.

It’s planting season — the time 
of year when Pho would normally 
spend sunrise to sunset in the rice 
paddy, transplanting rice seedlings 
by hand into the rain-softened earth. 

-

In 2010, Pho walked away from a 
Phnom Penh hospital in remission 
but in no shape to return to farming. 
But where her body was weakened, 
Pho’s spirit had found strength.

“She’s become a missionary 
in her own village,” said United 
Methodist Missionary and CHAD 
staffer Irene Mparutsa, who came 
to know Pho through CHAD’s 
medical transportation outreach. 
“She’s on a mission for God.”

The small gathering at Pho’s 
home is part of her newfound mis-
sion — though she hardly calls it 
such; she just calls it ‘sharing.’

Clustered amongst her neighbors 

shaded by the paper-thin walls 
of woven sugar palm leaves, Pho 
reads to them from the pages of her 
children’s Bible. 

The Bible was a gifted to Pho by 
Mparutsa as the woman was grap-
pling with her deadly cancer diag-
nosis. Today, the book has become 
a gift to the entire village, as Pho 
reads it aloud in her native Khmer 
to the gathering of friends and 
neighbors in her home. They come 
to hear the stories of Joseph and his 
coat and Noah and his ark, and to 
see the vivid illustrations that ac-
company them, like those typical of 
a children’s Bible in any language.

But those aren’t the only stories 
Pho is telling. Also central to her 
“mission” is the spreading of her 
own story — how she found hope 
and healing in God.

The story has people in this over-
whelmingly Buddhist village curi-
ous, keeping them coming back 
time and again to hear more.

And Pho doesn’t disappoint. She 
recounts over and over how scared 
she was when she started bleeding 
— and didn’t stop; how she visited 
and prayed with a team of volunteer 
doctors from the U.S. who referred 
her to a Phnom Penh Hospital, fear-
ing the worst; how doctors at the 
hospital diagnosed her with ovar-
ian cancer, telling her not to bother 
seeking treatment as the odds of 
survival were too low; how she and 
her family were devastated.

But at is darkest point, Pho’s sto-

ry changes directions. She tells of 
how CHAD staff laid hands on her 
and prayed for her at the hospital 
following the diagnosis; how she 
continued to pray with her local 
Methodist pastor daily; and how 
even when she thought she was dy-
ing, she found hope and strength 

favorite part — how a year later, 
without having received treat-
ment she was still alive and well, 
and went to the same hospital for a 
test  only to walk out with a smile 

she was in remission.
The power of Pho’s testimony is 

clear.
“People in this village have come 

to know God and the power of His 
healing all through this one woman 
who had just a passing encounter 
and a prayer with a medical team,” 
Mparutsa said, recalling the begin-
ning of Pho’s journey, when she 
met with a group of doctors from 
the Rocky Mountain Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. 

That prayer, and the healing 
journey that followed it, has given 
Pho the courage to pray for others 
— even those who don’t share her 
Christian beliefs.

In fact, Pho and her prayers have 
become somewhat renowned in her 
community after a sick neighbor 
woman came to her seeking prayer 
and recuperated shortly after, ac-
cording to Pho.

“This is making the story go 
around in the village — ‘Go to Pho 
and she will pray for you’,” Mpar-
utsa said.

It isn’t just the value of prayer 
that Pho is touting. Hers is a dual 
mission. She has also become an 
evangelist for modern medicine, 
steering wary patients toward hos-
pitals and doctors they have tradi-
tionally avoided.

“People lived in fear of conven-
tional medical treatment, and now 
through one woman, that fear is 
gone ... She’s become an advocate 
for equitable health care, but also a 
witness for love and power — the 
power of God to impact lives and 
the love of Christ.”

Cancer survivor brings home mission of hope, healing
In 2010, CHAD brought you the story of Pho Linn, a cancer survivor from central Cam-

Today, Pho has become an advocate in her own right, steering others toward conventional 

Watch videos from CHAD and other Methodist initiatives at:
www.youtube.com/mmcambodia

Partnership  in  mission  

In  your  home  church:  
Pass  on  this  newsletter  to  a  friend  or  reprint  it  in  
your  church  bulletin  or  newsletter.  

Collect  10  (or  more)  email  addresses  of  people  
who  would  like  to  receive  Katherine’s  monthly  
email.    Send  to  ktparker@gmail.com  

Lead  a  book  study  of  The  Road  of  Lost  Innocence  
by  Somoly  Mom  (UMW  reading  list  2010  available  
from  www.missionresourcecenter.org)  and  learn  
about  how  small  micro-­‐credit  programs  like  CHAD  
can  help  give  women  in  Cambodia  new  options.  

Connect  youth  to  B1  (one  being,  being  one)  cam-­‐
paign,  and  link  up  with  the  CHAD  program.  http://
www.fasttodaychangetomorrow.org  Youth  can  learn  
about  global  poverty  and  food  security  and  focus  on  
how  they  can  impact  the  world  for  better.  

Lead  a  book  study  of    The  Tears  of  My  Soul    
by  Sokreaksa  S.  Himm  (ask  Katherine  about  copies)  
and  discuss  how  Christ  is  leading  Cambodians  into  
new  relationships  of  trust  and  healing.  

Learn  about  food  security  needs  and  encourage  
folks  to  donate  their  weekly,  monthly  or  annual  food  
budget  to  support  food  security  projects  like  the  
formation  of  a  rice  bank.    For  stories  about  the  im-­‐
portance  of  food  security  ministry  http://chad-­‐
cambodia.blogspot.com/.      

Connect  your  Vacation  Bible  School  to  Cambodia  
and  CHAD  (eg.  Caring  for  God’s  Creatures).      
Contact  Anne  Scott  <annejscott@att.net>  for  ideas.  

WATER:    
THE  CENTER  OF  LIFE  

During  all  my  education,  I  was  
taught  that  water  is  the  origin  
and  the  basis  of  every  life.  But  it  
wasn’t  until  I  came  to  Cambo-­‐
dia,  that  I  learned  exactly  what  
that  means.  
  
The  reason  for  my  sudden  un-­‐
derstanding  was  my  observa-­‐
tions  on  a  farm  in  Takeo  where  I  
lived  for  3  months.  
  
The  water  source  on  that  farm  is  
the  fishpond.  The  fishpond  is  
filled  during  the  rainy  season  
and  is  used  the  whole  year.  The  
family  uses  it  for  cooking  and  
drinking  water,  to  wash  their  
clothes  and  to  bathe.  The  ani-­‐
mals  drink  out  of  the  fishpond,  
and  all  of  the  vegetables,  which  
are  planted  during  the  dry  sea-­‐
son,  are  watered  out  of  the  fish-­‐
pond.  And  last  but  not  least,  the  
fishpond  is  used  to  raise  fish.  
  
The  water  inside  that  fishpond  
is  the  basis  for  all  life  on  the  
farm.  
  
The  advantage  of  this  system  is  
that  the  farmers  are  able  to  use  
their  natural  resources  without  
wasting  the  groundwater.  
  
But  there  are  also  problems  
caused  by  their  system.  
  
Because  the  fishpond  the  only  
source  of  water,  any  problems  
that  arise  with  it  can  leave  the  
whole  farm  without  water  —  
and,  if  prolonged,  without  life.  
  
The  other  problems  are  smaller  
and  not  as  obvious.  There  is  a  
possibility  that  the  chemicals  in  
soaps  and  laundry  detergents  
can  cause  health  problems  for  
human,  animals  and  fish.  More-­‐
over,  if  the  farmer  uses  chemi-­‐
cals  to  kill  vermin  or  applies  
pesticides  to  his  plants,  the  left-­‐
over  can  run  off  into  the  pond.  
And  when  the  now-­‐
contaminated  water  is  used  to  
water  the  same  plants  again,  the  
vermin  can  develop  resistance  
to  the  chemical.  This  chemical  
resistance  is  a  long-­‐term  prob-­‐
lem  and  leads  to  higher  chemi-­‐
cal  costs  for  the  farmer.  
  
There  is  just  an  estimation  of  
the  type  of  problems  that  could  
develop,  but  on  the  long-­‐term,  
they  really  are  serious.  But  there  
are  a  few  simple  approaches.  
  
If  the  farmer  tries  to  use  as  little  
chemical  as  possible,  or  even  
avoids  applying  it  altogether,  he  
can  avoid  the  negative  effect.  By  
using  biodegradable  shampoos  
and  laundry  detergents,  this  
effect  could  be  stopped  too.  By  
learning  about  the  general  ef-­‐
fects  of  chemicals,  the  farmers  
can  better  comprehend  how  to  
work  with  chemicals  without  
risking  the  health  of  humans,  
animals  and  plants.  
  
And  again  I  understand  how  
clean  water  is  the  foundation  for  
all  life.  

Mission  is  about  reaching  out  across  the  boundaries  that  divide  us.    
Those  can  be  obvious  boundaries  of  nation,  language  or  culture  or  
more  subtle  divisions  of  education,  economics  or  experience.    

Here  are  a  few  ideas  of  volunteer  opportunities  available  locally  (in  
your  home  church)  or  in  Cambodia  that  will  support  the  CHAD  
program  of  the  Methodist  Mission  in  Cambodia.    Let  us  know  what  
you  are  doing  so  we  can  share  together.  

How  to  send  your  gift  
For  online  giving  go  to  www.givetomission.org  and  Find  Project  14916A.  

Toll  free  hotline  to  Global  Ministries:  1-­‐888-­‐252-­‐6174.  

Write  a  check  to  your  local  United  Methodist  Church  and  include  on  the  memo  line  “Advance  #14916A.”  

Mail  a  check  to:  Advance  GCFA,  P.O.  Box  9068,  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10087-­‐9068.  Please  include  “Advance  
#14916A”  on  the  memo  line  of  the  check.  

THANK  YOU!  FROM    
Leng  Thy  
CHAD  staff  from  Cambodia  
lengthy_chad@citylink.com.kh  
Advance  #14916a  
Irene  Mparutsa  
Missionary  from  Zimbabwe  
Irene.mparutsa@gmail.com  
Advance  #15086z  

Ken  Cruz  
Missionary  from  The  Philippines  
Ken_jomil@hotmail.com  
Advance  #3019583  
Katherine  Parker  
Missionary  from  the  USA  
Katherine.t.parker@gmail.com  
Advance  #15187z  

A  special  thank  you  to  our  Covenant  Relationship  churches.  Your  gifts  through  our  individual  Advance  numbers    

enable  us  to  be  in  Cambodia  as  a  physical  presence  of  our  partnership  in  ministry  with  the  Khmer  people.  

Coming  to  Cambodia:  
-­‐ with  missionary  Katherine  

Parker  during  your  vacation  in  Cambodia.  

Send  a  college  student  as  a  Summer  Intern  
or  shadow  the  work  of  a  CHAD  missionary.    
Come  for  1-­‐3  weeks  to  explore  Cambodia  and  
shadow  a  missionary  or  longer  as  an  intern  
(college  credit  may  be  possible).  Come  and  take  
pictures,  listen  to  people  and  help  us  to  write  
“Stories  of  Transformation”  that  help  bring  the  
message  of  God’s  work  in  Cambodia  to  our  part-­‐
ners  around  the  world.    There  are  opportunities  
to  travel  to  the  field  to  observe  and  learn  about  
the  church  in  Cambodia  our  work  with  a  mis-­‐
sionary.  Learn  first  hand  about  tropical  agricul-­‐
ture,  small  business  development  or  water  &  
sanitation  challenges.  Contact  Katherine  for  a  
budget  estimate  and  details.  

Volunteer  as  a  Development  Facilitator.    
Come  and  work  with  one  or  two  specific  church  
communities  to  advance  their  plans  for  develop-­‐
ment.    Work  includes  facilitating  bible  studies,  
teaching  basic  health  messages  or  improving  
community  skills  according  to  your  ability.    
CHAD  will  provide  all  lesson  plans  in  English  
and  Khmer.    The  first  criterion  is  an  open  heart  
and  mind.  Skill  needed  include  community  
health  nurses,  gardening,  textile  and  craft  de-­‐
sign,  budgeting  and  business  plan  formation,  
animal  husbandry  (esp.  feed  preparation).    A  
minimum  eight  week  commitment  is  needed.    
Contact  Katherine  for  a  budget  estimate.  

By  Lukas  Meier  
Intern  from  Switzerland  

Check  out  our  blog  for  more  stories  of  transformation  
http://chad-­‐cambodia.blogspot.com  

thy.sambath.leng@gmail.com kennedy.o.cruz@gmail.com
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